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Prop 51    Bonds for School Facilities

What it does:

• Allows sale of $9B in new bonds for
facilities

• Cannot be used to hire teachers or
for programs

• Total cost would be $17.6B over 35
years at $500M per year

Initiative Statute



• Pros: It’s been 10 years since the last education bond.
• All new construction and bond authority has been exhausted.
• Since Prop 13, Education funding requires passing bonds.
• Authorizes $9B  state obligation bonds ($7 B for K - 12 , $2 B

for Community Colleges)
• Cons: California has $200 B in unfunded pensions and

retiree healthcare and    $77 B in deferred infrastructure
maintenance. This would add to the debt.

• The State is transitioning to a new financing program that is
more equitable for smaller, poorer schools.

Prop 51 (continued)



Prop 58    
English Language

Education

What it does:

• Allows schools to use bilingual
programs to teach English based on
students’ needs.

• Requires school districts to get
feedback from parents on how English
should be taught.

• No significant effect on state budget.

Initiative Statute



Prop 58 (continued)

• Pros:  English learners should be
educated in the best manner possible.

• It would give parents and school districts
more control over the way their children
are educated.

• Cons: Students scores have improved
since students have been instructed in
English.

• Parents may oppose processes that
research has shown to work.



Prop 55    Extend Tax on High
Income

What it does:

• Extends 2012 income tax increase until
2030 rather than 2018.

• 2012 temporary sales tax would expire.
• Affects singles earning more than

$263,000  or couples earning $526,000
per year.

• Would raise between $4B to $9B per
year.

Initiative Constitutional Amendment



PROP 55
(CONTINUED)

• Pros: Would  provide billions of dollars for schools
and community colleges.

• Would only affect California residents who could
afford to pay more in taxes.

• Cons: Voters should respect their 2012 vote.

• This will hurt small businesses and eliminate jobs.



Prop 53    
Public Vote on

Revenue Bonds

What it does:

• Voters would have to approve revenue
bonds totaling >$2B for a specific state
project.

• Local bonds would not be affected.
• It may be aimed at stopping Governor

Brown’s Water Project

Initiative Constitutional Amendment



Proponents argue that this restores the power to the people to
issue bonds.  They include the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers
Association which has been advocating for lower state
spending and lower taxes.
 
Opponents argue that the need for a vote threatens the ability
of the state to respond to emergencies or natural disasters and
restricts the power of local governments to fix infrastructure
and the water supply due to the $2B cap.
They include the California Professional Firefighters, the
California Chamber of Commerce, the Democratic Party,
 the Association of California Water Agencies and  many
cities and counties.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prop 53 (continued)



Prop 52    
Private Hospital Fees

for Medi-Cal

What it does:

• Makes permanent the fee (matched by
the federal government) that private
hospitals pay to participate in Medi-Cal.

• Could save $1B per year if the
Legislature doesn’t extend the fee when
it expires in 2018.  

Initiative Constitutional
Amendment and Statute



Prop 52 (continued)
PROS: Each time this program has been renewed there have
been attempts to divert the money to some other use; prop 52
makes sure that state lawmakers cannot use this money for any
other purpose without a vote of the people.
 
Without this program the state would lose more than $3 billion
annually in Federal matching funds.
 
CONS: Prop 52 would give more than $3 billion to hospitals
without a guarantee that it will help patients.
 
Instead of helping low-income Californians, Prop 52 would give
more money to hospital corporations.



Prop 61    Prescription Drug Costs

What it does:

• Limits the amount paid by state for
drugs. This is for 25 % of Medi-CAl
patients, employees and prisoners.

• Would not cover cost of drugs in state’s
managed-care programs (75 percent of
Medi-Cal patients).

• State agencies would not be allowed to
pay more than the VA.

Initiative Statute



Prop 61 (continued)

• Yes vote means State agencies
would be prohibited from paying any
more for any prescription drug than
the lowest price paid by the VA.

• No vote means State agencies would
continue to negotiate for the prices of
prescription drugs.

• Legislative analyst says that the fiscal
impact is uncertain.



Prop 54    
Changes to the

Legislative Process

What it does:

• Bills must be printed and posted online
at least 72 hours before voting.

• All public meetings of the Legislature
would be recorded and posted online
within 24 hours.  

• Would cost $1 – 2M for equipment and
$1M per year for recording and posting.

Initiative Constitutional
Amendment and Statute



PROP 54 (CONTINUED)

• Pros: Posting bills online will make it easier for
Californians to know what the legislature is
doing.

• It would give legislators and the public time to
read the laws before they are passed.

• Cons: This would make it harder to pass bills.
Any changes would need to wait 72 hours
before voting.

• It would give people extra time to try to block
or change a bill before it can be passed.



Prop 56    Tobacco
Tax

What it does:

• Raises excise tax on tobacco products
by $2 per pack of cigarettes.

• Would apply to electronic cigarettes
containing nicotine liquid or “e-juice.”

• State would collect $1.3B to $1.6B in
the first year for tobacco education and
state’s health care programs.

Initiative Constitutional
Amendment and Statute



PROP 56 (CONTINUED)
• Pros: Raising taxes on tobacco will

discourage people from smoking.
• This would provide millions of dollars

for important healthcare programs.
• Cons: These people haven’t stopped

smoking due to other taxes.
• It would spend too much money

enforcing the tobacco tax.



Prop 60    Condoms in Adult
Films

What it does:

• Requires adult film producers to be
licensed and ensure condoms are used
while filming sex scenes.

• Directs state’s workplace safety agency
to investigate and fine producers.

• Annual costs about $1M to enforce the
law, paid by the license fee.

Initiative Statute



Prop 60 (continued)

• Pros: The current law requiring
condoms is not being followed by
film producers.

• This would protect adult film
performers from STD’s.

• Cons:  Adult performers are
already being regularly tested.

• Married couples filming in their
own homes could be sued.



Prop 64    
Making Recreational

Marijuana Legal

What it does:

• Makes it legal to grow, possess or use
marijuana for adults age 21 and over.

• Regulates marijuana businesses.
• Taxes would be set for retail sales and

growers.
• Could result in up to $1B in tax revenue

per year plus reduced law enforcement
costs.  

Initiative Statute



Prop 64 (continued)

• Pros: Would set up a safe, legal
system that allows adults to use
recreational marijuana.

• It would bring in > $1 B each year
and lower court costs.

• Cons: It would increase the illegal
drug trade.

• It is still a Federal Crime so
business dealings are done in cash.



Prop 63    Gun and Ammunition
Sales

What it does:

• Creates a new court process to ensure
convicted felons don’t have guns.

• Makes certain large capacity gun
‘magazines’ or clips illegal.

• New court procedures could cost tens
of millions of dollars annually.

Initiative Statute



Prop 63 (continued)
• Pros:  This would make sure that violent

criminals and people with mental illnesses
never have access to guns.

• This strengthens existing gun laws and
prevents dangerous people from buying
ammunition.

• Cons: This would make it harder for law-abiding
people to buy ammunition.

• The money spent on this would be better spent
training more police and hiring more officers to
get criminals off the street.



Prop 57    
Parole, Sentencing

and Court
Procedures

What it does:

• Adults convicted of non-violent felonies
would be eligible for parole sooner and could
earn good behavior credits.  

• Youth age 14 to 17 could not be tried in adult
court unless decided by a juvenile court
judge.

• Smaller prison population could save tens of
millions of dollars per year; change in
juvenile sentencing could cost counties a
few million dollars.

Initiative Constitutional
Amendment and Statute



PROP 57(continued)

• Pros: Would reduce overcrowding in prisons
and save money spent on non-violent
offenders.

• Would encourage inmates to take advantage
of educational and rehabilitation opportunities.

• Cons:  Would release a greater number of
convicted felons onto the street.

• It would weaken our laws and change
sentences given by judges.



Prop 62    Repealing the Death
Penalty

What it does:

• Eliminates the death penalty.
• Changes sentences of death row

prisoners to life in prison without the
possibility of parole.

• Requires prisoners to work and pay 70
percent of earnings as restitution.

• Saves around $150M per year in trials
and death row housing.

Initiative Statute



Prop 62 (continued)

• Pros: Getting rid of the death penalty
would save the state millions of $.

• This would ensure that no innocent
person is ever executed in California.

• Cons: We need the strongest
punishment for the worst criminals.

• The pay that the inmates would earn
would not make up for the life they
took.



Prop 66    Death Penalty
Court

Procedures
What it does:

• Limits court appeals process for death
penalty cases to 5 years.

• Makes additional lawyers eligible to
represent death row inmates.

• Inmates sentenced to death could be
housed at any state prison.

• Annual state court costs could increase by
tens of millions of dollars in the short term;
prison costs could decrease.

Initiative Statute



Prop 66 (continued)

• Pros:  The appeals process for the
death penalty needs to be quicker
and less complicated.

• This would save money and ensure
that justice is carried out in a timely
manner.

• Cons: This would cost the taxpayers
millions of dollars in legal fees.

• Increases the chance of an innocent
person being executed.



Prop 65    Money from Carry-Out
Bags

What it does:

• Directs money from selling 10-cent
carry-out bags to state environmental
fund.

• Could raise tens of millions of dollars for
the fund.

• Depends on whether Prop 67 passes.
• If both Prop 65 & 67 pass and Prop 65

gets more votes, money would go to
state fund.  

Initiative Statute



Prop 65 (continued)

• Pros: Grocery stores should not get
to keep the money from selling bags.

• Money made from selling bags would
go to the environment.

• Cons: It won’t make that much
money from selling bags.

• Grocers agreed to an earlier bag law
when they were promised the 10¢;
now we are reneging  on the
agreement.



Prop 67    Plastic Bag Ban

What it does:

• Allows the 2014 state law to ban single-use
plastic bags to go into effect.

• Stores would be required to charge for
carry-out bags.

• Outcome depends on results of Prop 65
“Money from Carry-out Bags.”

Referendum



Prop 67 (continued)

• Pros: Single-use bags are bad for the
environment.

• Many communities have already
banned them.  This makes it
standardized for stores.

• Cons: Would require stores to charge
10¢ for bags that could be reused.

• Would allow grocery stores to keep
the money from selling these bags.



Prop 59    
Political Spending
Advisory Question

What it does:

• Directs state Legislature to work to
reverse US Supreme Court’s Citizens
United decision on campaign finance.

Legislative Advisory Question



Prop 59 (continued)

• Pros: Would send a message that Californians
do not support the Citizens United court decision.

• Corporations and billionaires should not be able
to spend unlimited sums of money on political
campaigns.

• Cons: This is a waste of time; it is advisory and
doesn’t do anything.

• It is poorly written and doesn’t help us about
information on political campaigns.
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