
 

April 2015 Newsletter 
Next Meeting – April 28th @ 6:30 p.m. 
Joyce Beer’s Community Room 
Guest Speaker -  Scott Lewis 

OFFICERS: 
Mr. Howard G. Singer President 
Mr. Phil Manson Vice President 
Ms. Corlee Morris Secretary 
Ms. Darlene Jacobs Treasurer 
Mr. John Hartley, Membership Chairman 
 

This month’s Program will be Scott Lewis, CEO of Voice of San Diego. 

The Speaker for April is Scott Lewis, the CEO of Voice of San Diego, who will tell us how the news 
gets around and what the Voice of SD wants to do about it. With Doug Manchester owning the Union 
Tribune, Voice of San Diego is a much-needed source of news.  According to wikipedia:  “Voice of 
San Diego is an online daily founded on Feb. 9, 2005 by Buzz Woolley and Neil Morgan, and run by 
CEO Scott Lewis. The website focuses largely on local quality-of-life issues. It began primarily as a 
reporting source on local government and politics, and has slowly grown to include coverage of 
education, development and neighborhoods. In addition to its news stories, it also publishes fact-
based columns, contributions from community members, and a stable of regular blogs. The site does 
not try to be a traditional newspaper; rather, it focuses on a specific number of issues and attempts to 
bring them great depth” 
Everyone who comes up to me at the March 2015 meeting and says this word “nutcracker” in a 
sentence to me will get a raffle ticket for a super prize. 

Last month’s Program Summary. 

Without stealing thunder from the various district planning commissions, Todd Gloria at our March 
meeting informed us that when someone wants water we have to give it to them so, in the case of the 
One Paseo Project in the Carmel Mountain area, since the developer supplied the City Council with 
the plans for supplying water to the project, the Council had to approve the project.  Certainly Mr. 
Gloria is concerned about environmental problems and street maintenance and repairs and his voice 
on the Council has led to the city being aware of his presence and his push for doing something for 
the citizens but he needs citizen support as with his insistence on increasing the minimum wage. By 
Phil Manson 
 

Our Upcoming Meetings 

The May 26th Meeting will be a Panel Discussion on “Devaluating Real Estate & Civic Corruption” 
with Carl Luna, Ph.D., San Diego Mesa College Professor, Ed Harris, former District 2 
Councilmember & Mike Aguirre, Esq., Former City of San Diego District Attorney. The following press 
has been invited to attend: The La Jolla Light, the San Diego Jewish Press, and The San Diego 
READER. This should be a lively meeting and not to be missed. 

Op Ed by Corlee Morris. 

It is this secretary’s personal opinion is that the America Society needs to cultivate new 
councilmember and “dog catchers” so that we can build a source for our future Congressmen.  To 
have the stock of experienced city “dog catchers” that will be able to grow into the honest and 
capable Congressmen, we need more people to enter public life. As they gain experience at the lower 
level offices we can evaluate their capabilities for future offices.  Right now the way most vacancies 



are filled is by people that staffed the offices of our current councilmen.    Or are hand picked by a few 
business men in a private meeting in someone’s private home in Del Mar.  Take District 3 for an 
example.  Prior to the drive for district elections in the late 1080s, the big business men would support 
the campaigns of business friendly candidates and the entire city voted for 8 council seats.   The little 
people and the minorities were not able to win elections.  Out of the movement for District elections 
for city council seats that passed in 1988, the small voices gained strength, but it is still a game of 
who you know and how much money you raise.  Lets follow     District 3 since Districts came to be. 
John Hartley fought a strong grassroots campaign and over came a well-known & well-financed 
Establishment Candidate who would have been a shoe in before District Elections.  After John 
Hartley came Christine Kehoe, a Hartley staff member. Christine Kekoe was replaced by one of her 
staff members, Toni Atkins.  Toni Atkins was replace by a staff member of Congresswoman Susan 
Davis’ office.  This has been taken place in most of City Council seats over the past 20 years.  New 
blood, unless they are independently wealthy have hard time competing.  The former staffers have 
learned who can support them, who the money people are and have a distinct advantage in running 
for office.  This is why I support clean elections, so new blood can jump into the race. 
 

Report on the Clean Elections Campaign - Building their team! 
As you know, their goal is to start their petition drive in the first week of January 2016 to get their Clean 
Elections measure on the 2016 November ballot.  That gives them 9 months between now and then to build 
their clean elections campaign team.   Their biggest need right now is to reach out to kindred groups in San 
Diego and to educate and enroll supporters.  To do that, they need speakers!  If you are good at speaking out, 
they could use your help.  If you are untrained in speaking but would like to become confident and effective at 
it, they can train you!  They could use both volunteers who are willing to speak out for two to three minutes 
during public comment and those who would like to become full-blown speakers by presenting a full 15 - 30 
minute presentation on their clean elections measure.  Call John Hartley at 619-299-8870 for information on 
how to join the campaign. 
 

Todd Gloria, announces 
Last Months Speaker, Todd Gloria, announced on Tuesday, April 7th, that he is seeking the 78th 
assembly seat in 2016.  Toni Atkins currently holds that seat, but she is termed out. The 78th 
assembly district runs from the Mexican boarder at Imperial Beach, along the coast to all the way up 
to the city of Solana Beach.  The district resides in the county of San Diego with the cities of 
Coronado, Delmar, Imperial Beach, 30.6% of the city of San Diego, and Solano Beach.   It covers 
14.9% of the county.  The more significant features include San Diego Bay, several major 
universities, Downtown San Diego a large military presence.  

UDC’s GOTV Project 

At the UDC’s Executive Board Meeting on April 8th the E Board adopted an on going UDC GOTV 
(Getting out the Vote) Program and we expect to continue it right up to the 2016 General Election.  At 
our February Club Meeting Francine Busby challenged UDC to become an active participant in the 
San Diego County Democratic Party.  She said we represent the heart of the city and we could add 
an important dimension to the Party’s GOTV.  Gerry Senda and John Hartley started working on that 
effort for our club.  Each month we will designed a flyer/advertisement for the following months 
speaker, and club members will walk the precinct handing out the flyers to registered Democrats 
around the Joyce Beers Center. The UDC’s GOTV has two purposes: 1. Getting to know the 
registered Democrats in our precincts and building a relationship; 2. Inviting registered Democrats to 
join us at our next meeting.  Last months efforts brought two new Democrats to our March Meeting. 

The UDC GOTV (Getting out the Vote) Program is still in development and we did not get another 
flyer ready for this month’s speaker, but you can expect this from here on out.  The E Board has 
decided that the weekend following the monthly meeting will be when we walk our precincts and pass 
out flyers.   We will meet at a central location, such as Starbucks across the street from the Joyce 



Beers Center and go from there in groups or by individuals. We will have precinct lists of registered 
Democrats to contact. Conversations are encouraged.  Remember we are building a relationship with 
our fellow registered Democrats. 

Proposed By-Law Changes 
Language to be deleted is struck through, language to be added is underlined. 

ARTICLE II  

Membership  

Section 2.01 Eligibility. Any person who supports the purpose of the Club and is a registered 
member of the Democratic Party shall be eligible for voting membership. Voting rights of 
members begin 28 days after paying dues and joining the club. 

Section 2.02 Member in Good Standing. Any person who is eligible for voting membership and who is 
has been  current in payment of Club dues for the last 28 days shall be a member in good standing 
and be entitled to all privileges of membership. 
 
Section 2.04 Dues. Annual dues shall be established by the Club. Each membership shall be valid for 
a full year, and will expire one year after the member’s dues are received by the Club. The Secretary 
shall send a renewal notice to each member no later than one month before his/her membership is 
due to expire. Dues may be waived by the club's executive board upon showing good cause, but only 
for applicants who have attended and participated in at least one of the previous 3 club meetings. 

ARTICLE IX  

Endorsements  

Section 9.02 Procedures.  

A quorum of 15% of all eligible Club voting members is required for an endorsement vote to take place. 
Eligible members are those who have been Club voting members for no less than 32 days prior to the 
meeting, and who have paid their dues. Eligible members who have not paid their dues are eligible if 
dues are paid prior to the endorsement vote. Candidates who are Club members in good standing may 
vote. Dues are waived under this section for Lifetime Members and Democratic Elected Officials. 

From the Executive Board:                              

The E Board plans to implement a 50/50 Drawing at each regular meeting. Tickets will be $1.00 each and 7 tickets for $5.00.  Just 
before meetings are adjourned, the drawings will take place.  Half of the pot (50%) will go to the winner and the other half (50%) will 
go into the coffers of the Uptown Democratic Club.  You must be present to be declared the winner. 

 Anyone and everyone is invited to write an Op Ed pieced for the Newsletter,  submit your Op Ed to the E Board by the first 
of the month by sending it to CMorris575@att.net and it will run in the following months Newsletter. 

 The 2016 Campaign Season, the E Board is looking for money raising projects. Submit your ideas to the IDEA BOX 

 Our Refreshment Table is losing money. Submit your ideas to the IDEA BOX 

2015 Uptown Democratic Club Membership Dues.  
Dues are $20 per person or $30 per couple.  All 2015 dues are effective JAN 1, 2015. 

Please make your check payable to:  
Uptown Democratic Club 
Post Office Box 3302 
San Diego, CA 92163 or bring your check to the April 28th general meeting.  Cash is also accepted. 

 

mailto:CMorris575@att.net

