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LEGISLATION: HR 676 – The Expanded and Improved Medicare for All Act was originally sponsored by 
Representative John Conyers and co-authored by Representative Dennis Kucinich.  Every American 
would receive a basic package that would include inpatient and outpatient care, primary care and 
specialty physician services, emergency care, preventive and restorative care, mental health and 
substance abuse services, dental care, prescription drugs, home health care, and long-term care.  The 
patient would pay nothing because funding would come from a modest progressive payroll tax that 
would be less than we now pay for premiums, deductibles, and copays. !
     There are 50 million uninsured people in this country now.  Even after the Affordable Care Act is fully 
implemented, 31 million people will still be uninsured.  Medical bills contribute to more than 60% of all 
bankruptcies.  75% of those bankrupted had health insurance at the time they got sick.!
     125 people die, and over 2,000 must declare bankruptcy every day in America because of medical 
expenses.  That means over 45,000 Americans die each year for lack of health insurance.!
     Taxes already pay for over 60% of U.S. health spending when tax subsidies to private insurance companies 
and the benefit costs of public employees are factored in.  Private employers pay less than 20% of our 
nations’s health bill, and the remaining 20% is out-of-pocket payments.!
     It is a myth that our health system is “privately financed.”  Americans pay the highest health care taxes in 
the world.  Yet, we have shorter life expectancy, higher infant mortality, higher maternal mortality, lower 
physician visits, and fewer hospital inpatient days per capita. We pay for national health insurance, but don’t 
get it.  However, our taxes do pay for excellent healthcare for our lawmakers and their families.!
     Comparison of U.S healthcare with Canada’s National Health Insurance Program:  Despite spending far 
less per capita for health care, Canadians are healthier and have better access to health care than Americans.  
The U.S. pays more for hospital billing and administration and physicians’ billing and office expenses.  
Canadians pay 40% less than Americans do for drugs.  With a single payer program, the U.S. could save 
enough on administrative expenses (nearly $400 billion annually) to cover all the uninsured.!
! HMO CEO’s Pay and Stock Holdings:!
            John Hammergren - McKesson, $159 Million = $114,000 per day!
            Steve Hemsley - United - Pay five year total 169.3 Million = $93,000 per day!
            Ronald Williams - Aetna - Pay $23.0 Million, Stock Options $32.8 Million!
            Edward Hanaway - Cigna - Pay $22.7 Million, Stock Options $192.3 Million!
            Dale Wolf - Coventry - Pay $14.9 Million, Stock Options $69.5 Million!
            George Halvorson Kaiser-Permanent $12.9 Million/year (salary & bonuses)!
            John Koster - Providence Health - $10 Million!
            Jeffrey Romoff - U. Penn. Medical Center - $9.7 Million!
            Angela Braly - Wellpoint - Pay $9.1 Million, Unknown stock options!
            Michael Tarwater - Carolinas Health Systems - $7.5 Million!
     Inflated CEO’s salaries are forcing individuals to pay a higher share of premiums and increased deductibles 
and copays.  Our current system will not control the escalating costs of care over time.  !
The primary business objective of a for-profit insurer is to make a profit.!
     Big Pharma pockets $711 billion in profits by robbing seniors and taxpayers.  Simply empowering Medicare 
to get the same bulk purchasing discounts on prescription drugs as state Medicaid programs would save the 
federal government $137 billion over 10 years, according to the Congressional Budget Office.!
      It is a moral outrage for a country as wealthy as ours to leave 50 million people with no reliable access to 
health care and 31 million more with inadequate or overly expensive coverage. That health care is a basic 
human right is not in question. This human right is codified in international declarations to which America has 
been a signatory for more than 60 years. Furthermore, this human rights concept lies at the core of every faith 
tradition that exists in humanity.  We believe, in the words of health care reformer Tommy Douglas, “that 
people are more important than profits and man is more important than money.”  Also as observed by 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., “Of all the forms of inequality, injustice in health care is the most 
shocking and inhumane.”!
“The good man understands what is right, the bad man understands profit.”  —Confucius !!
Order copies of The Healthcare Movie from:  www.healthcaremovie.net or watch on internet for $4.99!
For more information, full text, and citations for each finding, contact www.pnhp.org (Physicians for a 
National Health Program), a nonprofit research and education organization of more than 18,000 
doctors who have advocated for single-payer national health insurance for the past two decades.
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